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Shrinking cities in China: The overall profile and a case study

(A manuscript prepared for Urban Studies)

Abstract: As one of urban development stages, shrinking cities featuring population
loss have been extensively explored in western countries like German, USA, UK and
Japan. Some of Chinese cities are experiencing population shrinking, which has
been identified by using the population census data in 2000 and 2010 in this paper.
We then classify these shrinking cities into various types, and influence factors are
identified with a multi-liner regression model. Policy recommendations and
planning tool kits are suggested for Chinese shrinking cities, considering the special
conditions of these cities like shrinking level, urban expansion ratio as well as
economy development rate. We finally propose the research agenda for future
research on Chinese shrinking cities.

Key words: shrinking cities, population density, urban planning, data augmented
design, China
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