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How to define a city in China?



11/10/18  8

Understanding Chinese city system heavily relies on yearbooks



11/10/18  9

Expanding boundaries of city proper 2014-2018

160 with adjusted boundaries
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Estimated shrinking cities on the planet 2013-16 using night light images

In total there are 10 k among all 316 k natural cities (area>2km2) 
associated with an over 10% decreased night light decrease during 2013-16
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The top 50 countries (# shrinking cities 2013-16)



11/10/18  17

The amount of shrinking cities research papers’ authors by nationality (1998-2016).
Data source: Web of Science
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http://www.beijingcitylab.com/projects-1/15-shrinking-cities/ 

http://www.beijingcitylab.com/projects-1/15-shrinking-cities/
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A Special Issue proposal
in Habitat International
in discussion 



11/10/182  20



11/10/182  21



11/10/182  22



8  :12 2 2 2 0

11/10/18182 2 0 2:2 2 12 1 :1 8 : 8 2 :2 23

SCRNC 2016 @ Sun Yat-sen Unversity, Guanghou
SCRNC 2018 @ Beijing
We also have annual gathering at China Urban Planning Annual Conference (Special Forum for Shrinking City studies in 2016/2018)
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This book is expected to introduce the overall profile of shrinking
cities in China with several case studies, qualitative and quantitative
methods, as well as planning responses for shrinking cities in China.
As an emerging topic of urbanizing China, cities featuring population
loss have started to attract increasing attention both in the academic
and practice fields. All chapters of the book are expected to be
contributed by leading researchers on the subject. The book will be
richly illustrated with photographs from well reputed photographers
for a better visual understanding of the topic as well. Potential
readers range from researchers and students with a background of
urban planning & design, urban geography, urban economics, urban
sociology to practitioners in urban planning and design.
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Courtesy of CHEN Ronghui
The Paper

1. Call for more attentions
2. Census improvement 
3. Law & regulation amendment
4. Systematic reform 

Thanks for your attention


