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Preface

Urbanizing China has been longtime associated with expanding cities and booming
economy by various of parties. As an emerging topic of urbanizing China,
shrinking cities featuring population loss have started to attract increasing attention
from academic and practice fields. In recent years, more and more Chinese scholars
have been conducting research toward Chinese shrinking cities. Up to date, there
are three edited special issues in Chinese urban planning journals and three initiated
conferences/symposium as the output. We also established the Shrinking City
Research Network of China (SCRNC), through which more extensive studies have
been developed by the network members. The website of SCRNC is https://www.
beijingcitylab.com/projects-1/15-shrinking-cities for readers’ information.

According to our existing academic studies and past experience, shrinking cities
in China are exhibiting different patterns in contrast to their counterparts in Western
literature in terms of (but not limited to) shrinkage degree, physical performance,
causality, and planning reaction. They would be good examples to contribute to the
development of the shrinking city theory in the world. In such a background, we
edit this book to introduce shrinking cities in China, the other facet of urbanization
and a novel way to look at urbanizing China.

This book is versed in urban planning, urban studies, and geography domains. It
starts with an introduction of the overall profile of shrinking cities in China, and
follows with regional perspective of shrinking cities as well as case studies, ends
with multiple highly related media reports. All chapters are contributed by leading
urban researchers with specific expertise on shrinking cities in China. We also
include some photographs from a well-reputed photographer in the book for
readers’ better understanding on shrinking cities in China.

In detail, the edited book is consisted of four parts, the overall pictures, regional
analysis, case cities, and media reports. Part I is for introducing overall picture of
shrinking cities in China, with Chap. 1 focusing on introducing the overall profile of
shrinking cities in China and discussing the planning paradox in the filed in China.
Part II is for analyzing shrinking cities from regional perspective, with Chap. 2 for
Hunan Province, Chap. 3 for Beijing–Tianjin–Hebei Region and Yangtze River
Delta, Chap. 4 for Jilin Province, and Chaps. 5 and 6 for Northeast China. Part III is
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for the case studies in shrinking cities in China, with Chap. 7 for Yichun, Chap. 8 for
Qiqihar, Chap. 9 for Dongguan. In Part IV, we include photograph from the pho-
tographer for a more visual show for shrinking cities in China as Chap. 10. We also
introduce three media reports related to shrinking cities in China in Chaps. 11–13.

Potential readers may range from researchers and students with a background of
urban planning, urban geography, urban economics, urban sociology or urban
design, practitioners in urban planning and design, to those who are interested with
the other facets of urbanizing China.

Beijing, China Ying Long
Nanjing, China Shuqi Gao
November 2018
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