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The Tragedy of the Commons

Garrett HARDIN

(University of California Santa Barbra)
Translated by GU Jiang

(Central China Normal University, Wuhan
city, Hubei 430079, China)
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Mapping Block-Level Urban Areas for
All Chinese Cities

LONG Ying' , SHEN Yao®, JIN Xiaobin®

(1. School of Architecture, Tsinghua Universi-
ty, Beijing 100084, China; 2. College of Ar-
chitecture and Urban Planning, Tongji Univer-
sity, Shanghai 200092, China; 3. School of
Geographic and  Oceanographic ~ Sciences,
Nanjing University, Nanjing 210093, China)
Translated by XIE Hanting

(School of Design, University of Pennsylvania,
USA)

Abstract As a vital indicator for meas-
uring urban development, urban areas
are expected to be identified explicitly
and conveniently with widely available
data sets, thereby benefiting planning de-
cisions and relevant urban studies. Exist-
ing approaches to identifying urban areas
are normally based on midresolution
sensing data sets, low-resolution socioe-
conomic information (e.g., population
density) in space (e g, cells with
several square kilometers or even larger
towns or wards) . Yet, few of these ap-
proaches pay attention to defining urban
areas with high- resolution microdata for
large areas by incorporating morphological
and functional characteristics.  This
article investigates an automated frame-
work to delineate urban areas at the
block level, using increasingly available
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