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Cities are the gathering place for human beings to survive, and they bring together
people's aspirations for life and hopes for the future. However, the development of
cities is also like the cycle of life, either vibrant and fast growing, or silent and ebb-
ing. Unlike traditional perceptions, cities are not necessarily growing, and shrinking
cities exist in abundance. According to available studies, nearly half of the world's
cities experienced a slow loss of population between 2000 and 2020; the number
of shrinking cities in China has reached 266, or about 50%, during the Sixth and
Seventh Population Census. The population loss has brought significant changes
to cities. In addition to the economic downturn and industrial decline, the spatial
changes within cities are also prominent, with the most significant spatial changes
being urban vacancy, which can be specifically divided into urban vacant land,
housing vacancy and abandoned buildings. On the one hand, the local population
shrinks, which eventually leads to the decline of urban space quality, forming a vi-
cious circle; on the other hand, urban vacancy also contains a lot of opportunities.
The emergence of green infrastructure adds natural vitality to the city. Looking to the
future, the development of shrinking cities requires urgent public attention, and gov-
ernments should change their growth-oriented development direction to accom-
modate shrinking cities and seize the opportunities of their low-carbon transition.
The Beijing City Lab (BCL) team, one of the first teams in China to focus on shrinking
cities, will use existing research, videos, models, and the photography of Mr. Chen
to present this exhibition with the theme of "Shrinking Cities’, which is based on the
spatial scale of "Global-China-Typical Shrinking Cities". The exhibition will show the
current situation and future of shrinking cities on the three scales in order to arouse
public attention and discussion on the development of shrinking cities.
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